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Sir: 

The March 1, 2006 Notice of Allowability is accompanied by an Examiner's 

Statement of Allowable Subject Matter & Reasons for Allowance. The Statement 

notes that Claim 1 1 is allowable over the prior art because the prior art does not 

disclose or suggest an automatic clutch control device that comprises, together with 

the other claimed features, 

a clutch control means is operable for changing, in 
accordance with a running state of the vehicle, a speed of 
the connecting operation defined as extending from a 
beginning of the connecting operation to an end of the 
connecting operation. 

Reviewing this portion of the Statement in the context of the wording in Claim 
1 1 reveals that the Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance contains an 
inadvertent error. Claim 1 1 recites that the "clutch control means is operable for 
changing, in accordance with a running state of the vehicle, at least one of: a speed 
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of the connecting operation defined as extending from a beginning of the connecting 
operation to an end of the connecting operation; and a speed of the disconnecting 
operation defined as extending from a beginning of the disconnecting operation to an 
end of the disconnecting operation." Thus. Claim 1 1 recites that the control means 
is operable to change at least one of the connecting operation speed and the 
disconnecting operation speed, whereas the comment in the Examiner's Statement 
of Allowable Subject Matter & Reasons for Allowance only refers to changing the 
connecting operation speed. 

The inadvertent nature of this error is apparent from the later comment in the 
Statement noting that the prior art does not address the speed of a clutch 
"engaging/disengaging" operation. 

This paper is being filed to clarify the record on this point and note that the 
comments in the Examiner's Statement of Allowable Subject Matter & Reasons for 
Allowance should not be understood to imply that the allowed claims in this 
application set forth anything different than that which the claims themselves recite. 

If, for any reason, the Examiner disagrees with the comments set forth above, 
the Examiner is kindly asked to contact the undersigned at the number provided 
below to discuss this matter. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Buchanan Ingersoll pc 
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